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In this issue: 
 
� Jump-start setting up a new 

computer 
� Preparing for disaster – image your 

computer 
� Evaluating Windows8 start menu 

applications. 
� Getting more distance out of your 

wireless router. 
� A nice idea from Microsoft – a 

combo tablet screen cover and 
keyboard 

 
 

JUMP-STARTING A 
NEW COMPUTER SETUP 

 
OK – you just got a new computer and 
now you want to add several utilities 
and programs, which means that you 
must spend a lot of time going to each 
program’s website and then 
downloading and installing the latest 
version of the program onto your new 
computer. 
 
Along the way, you must also check 
each installation process to make sure 
that you uncheck the crapware (sorry 
– programs that are also offered) so 
that you don’t wind up with such 
unnecessary software as the ASK 
Toolbar, or Safari, both of which in 
my opinion are useless. 
 
Well – try Ninite. Ninite is a free 
program that allows you to check 
many programs, such as Adobe 
Reader, Java, and Chrome and have 
them all automatically (more or less) 
installed – without the unwanted add-
ons. 

 
If you have a Windows 8 computer, 
you can also select CLASSIC START 
and have the missing START button 
and menu added to your computer as 
well.  (Stardock’s Start8, reviewed last 
month, is an alternate way to get the 
START button and menu back). 
 
To use Ninite, just go to 
www.ninite.com and follow the easy 
to understand instructions.  If there are 
any selected programs that are either 
already on your computer, or are not 
compatible with your operating 
system (such as trying to install 
Microsoft Security Essentials on a 
Windows 8 computer) Ninite will not 
attempt to install the program(s).   
 
It is important to note that Ninite does 
not install all programs, but only those 
displayed on the selection list on the 
Ninite website.  Presumably, Ninite 
will continue to add programs to the 
selection list as users make requests. 
 
When the multiple installations are 
completed – surprisingly quickly – a 
report of what programs were installed 
will be displayed.  The report will also 
list which were not installed and why 
they were not installed. 
 
Ninite is essentially for one-time use 
when initially setting up a computer.  
There is also a Ninite Updater which 
will automatically keep your programs 
updated (without the junkware) at a 
subscription cost of $9.99/yr. 
 

 
PREPARE FOR DISASTER - 
IMAGE YOUR COMPUTER 

 
Most backup programs back up your 
data files, because applications 
(programs) cannot be restored by just 
copying them onto a computer – at not 
since DOS gave way to Windows.   
 
This means that should disaster strike, 
you can fix or replace the computer, 
reinstall programs from the original 
discs or downloaded setup files, and 

then restore your data from the 
backups.  This process will take 
several hours and the computer won’t 
quite be the same as before – not 
necessarily worse, just not as you had 
it set up before the disaster.  Also, if 
you cannot locate the original 
installation discs you will have to 
purchase the programs 
 
If the problem is a bad hard drive, then 
you can save yourself a lot of time and 
trouble by using an imaging program 
to backup an image of your entire hard 
drive.  Then, if your hard drive dies, 
you can replace the hard drive, restore 
the image (takes about an hour or two) 
and your computer is setup exactly as 
it was before the drive died. 
 
If you don’t want to spring for an 
imaging backup program such as 
Acronis TrueImage ($49), and have 
Windows 7 and 8, you can use a built-
in imaging backup utility.  Vista, XP 
and earlier versions of Windows do 
not have a built-in imaging utility.  
For step-by-step instructions on using 
the Win7/8 imaging app, click on this 
link: 
http://www.intowindows.com/using-
windows-7-image-backup-tool/  
 
The built-in Win7/8 imaging app is, 
however, a one-time app that does not 
run on a scheduled basis.  If you use 
this app, I recommend that you image 
your computer each time you install a 
new program to keep the image 
updated.  Of course, the image should 
be stored on an external hard drive. 
 
What Acronis and the other imaging 
backup programs offer is automatic 
scheduled updating of your computer 
rather than just a one-time backup, and 
they manage the previous backups so 
that you don’t have to delete old 
image files to make room for newer 
ones.  For a comparison of several 
imaging backup programs see 
http://disk-imaging-software-
review.toptenreviews.com/  
 

 



MORE INFO ON WINDOWS 8 
START MENU APPS 

 
Apps (aka Applications, Programs) 
that return a semblance of the Start 
menu to Windows 8 are growing 
rapidly.  So far, I’ve tested 4 of them 
and each has its own flavor. 
 
The start menu app that is closest to 
Windows 7 is Start8 from 
www.stardock.com.   
 
3 others that I have tried are: 
 
ShellClassic:  
http://sourceforge.net/projects/classics
hell/  
 
Pokki: https://www.pokki.com/  
 
Ninite: www.ninite.com  
 
Each of the apps is different and all 
are configurable.  Since all are 
essentially free, if you have 
Windows8 you might try each of them 
– one at a time, of course – to see 
which you prefer.  Remember the old 
adage “different strokes for different 
folks”. 
 
After trying all of the above, my 
preference is Start8. 
 
All but Start8 are free, and it is almost 
free.  Start8 has a 30-day free trial and 
if you decide to buy it, it’s a paltry $5. 
 

 
GETTING THE BEST DISTANCE 

FROM YOUR 
WIRELESS ROUTER 

 
A wireless router is simply a router 
with a built in radio transceiver called 
an Access Point (AP). 
 
As I explained in a previous issue of 
this newsletter, wireless signals do not 
perform as well as a cable connection, 
and must have strong security set to 
protect your computer(s).  Also, signal 
strength and quality drops off with 
distance and interference.  There are 
some things you can do to extend the 
range of a wireless system. 
 
The first thing is to be aware that 
everything that a wireless signal goes 
through reduces the signal strength.  
Try to place the wireless router as 

high as possible, to reduce the amount 
of furniture the signal has to pass 
through. 
 
With a desktop computer, use a USB 
wireless adapter with a USB 
extension cord, and move the 
adapter to different locations to find 
one with the strongest signal.  
Generally, higher is better. 
 
Range boosters sometimes work, but 
remember that it’s like taking a poor 
radio signal with static and 
retransmitting it (called a repeater) – 
what you get is a stronger signal with 
the same amount of static.  My 
experience with range boosters has not 
been encouraging. 
 
If you are using a wireless-g (or worse 
- wireless-b) router and/or computer, 
upgrade both to wireless-n. 
 
Wireless-g is the wireless system in 
most use today.  Around 2010 
wireless-n started selling and provided 
a longer range than g.  If you have a 
wireless system, it is most likely either 
g or n.  Both the wireless router and 
the computer must communicate using 
the same protocol, which means that if 
either your router or a computer is 
using wireless-g the other end of the 
connection is wireless-n, the 
connection will be at the slower 
wireless-g speed.  For this reason, you 
should use a wireless-n router and 
computer for best performance.  
Computers can be upgraded from 
wireless-g to n by simply using a USB 
wireless-n adapter, which is about the 
size of a flash drive. 
 
Relocate the wireless router to a 
central area, or add a centrally-
located Access Point: 
 

1. Centrally locate the wireless 
router to provide the shortest 
distance between the router 
and locations in the house or 
office.  If relocation of the 
modem and router is not 
possible, or desirable, then 
you can use a powerline 
adapter between the modem 
and the router to move the 
router to a central area.  A 
powerline adapter uses your 
building’s AC power lines 
instead of a network cable.  

Powerline adapter kits 
typically have 2 adapters, one 
for the router end and one for 
the computer end. 
 

2. Add a second access point 
(can be either a router set to 
be used as only an AP or a 
dedicated AP) elsewhere in 
the house – using a powerline 
adapter to connect the second 
AP if an Ethernet cable 
connection between the 
router and the 2nd AP is not 
possible. 

 
 

A NICE IDEA FROM MICROSOFT 
 
I recently spent a very little time with 
the Microsoft RT Tablet.  Generally, 
Microsoft does not manufacture 
computers, smartphones, or tablets, so 
this tablet, using the Windows8 
operating system, grabbed my 
attention. 
 
I was immediately impressed by the 
screen cover, which when opened 
turns out to be a very thin keyboard.  
On-screen keyboards on tablets take 
up half of the display, and hybrid 
tablets which dock a tablet into a 
keyboard base make a tablet pretty 
clunky.  The really nice part is that the 
keyboard/cover is magnetically 
attached and is easily removed if you 
want to use it without the keyboard. 
 
I think that we may start seeing tablets 
with this type of thin combination 
screen cover and keyboard on other 
brands of tablets in near future. 
 
 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list 
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 
cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  Always backup your 
computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 


